
Reading, reflection and Prayers 28.03.2020 

Theme: Jesus weeps with his children 

Reading: John 11: 17- 44  

17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now Bethany was 

less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the 

loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed 

at home. 

21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I know that even 

now God will give you whatever you ask.” 

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they 

die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.” 

28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she said, 

“and is asking for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet 

entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who had been with 

Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing 

she was going to the tomb to mourn there. 

32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had 

been here, my brother would not have died.” 

33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply 

moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked. 

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 

35 Jesus wept. 

36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 

37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 

dying?” 

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the 

entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odour, for he has been there 

four days.” 

40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 

41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard 

me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may 

believe that you sent me.” 

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his 

hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. 

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 

  



Reflection 

In Psalm 56 verse 8, David asked God to put his tears in a bottle.  Imagine you have a little bottle. Perhaps 

you could call it "My Tears Bottle." Of course they won’t be real tears, it will just be water, but it’s a reminder of 

the times that we have cried real tears. Now, I don't know that God keeps our tears in a bottle, but I do believe 

that God sees our tears and hears us when we cry. 

Do you ever cry? Of course you do. Even you big strong men out there sometimes cry -- even though 

someone may try to tell you that “boys and grown men don't cry."  

I’ve made a list of some things that can make us cry and I’m sure you’ve got some of your own. 

 Have you ever fallen over and hurt yourself that it made you cry?  

 Have you ever slipped and fallen while out somewhere and though you weren't hurt, you were so 

embarrassed that you cried?  

 Have you ever found yourself in a situation where you didn't know anyone and you were so lonely that 

you cried?  

 Has anyone ever said something mean and hurt your feelings that it made you cry? 

 Have you seen a loved one or family member in pain which has made you cry? 

 Have you heard a memorable piece of music that has brought a tear to your eye?  

 Have you ever had a friend that was crying, so you just cried along with them?  

I think that we all could answer, "Yes" to at least one of these questions, I certainly can. We all cry, don't we? 

But did you know that Jesus cried? The shortest verse in the entire Bible - John 11 v 35 says, "Jesus wept."  

I wonder if you know some of the things that made Jesus cry? I have found a few things and here are three of 

them: 

(1) The Bible tells us that Jesus cried when he prayed for others. In Hebrews 5:7 it says, "While Jesus was 

here on earth, he offered prayers and pleadings, with a loud cry and tears."  

(2) The Bible also tells us that Jesus cried when he saw people who were missing out on what God wanted for 

them. Luke 19:41-42 tells us that as Jesus approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, "I 

wish that even today you would find the way of peace. But now it is too late, and peace is hidden from you."  

(3) Another time, the Bible tells us that Jesus cried when friends of his were hurting. In our bible reading from 

John 11 we heard that Jesus had a friend named Lazarus who became very sick. His sisters, Mary and 

Martha, sent word to Jesus and asked him to come and heal Lazarus, but when Jesus arrived, Lazarus had 

already died. The Bible tells us in verse 35 of that breading that when Jesus saw Mary weeping because her 

brother had died, he cried too. That isn't all that Jesus did! Here is what happened next 

Jesus went with Mary and Martha and some others to visit the grave where Lazarus was buried. It was a cave 

with a large stone across the entrance. When they arrived at the tomb, Jesus said to some of the men who 

were with them, "Take away the stone." Then Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" And Lazarus 

walked out of the grave. I imagine that when she saw that, Mary's tears of sadness turned to tears of joy. 

We all cry at some point in our lives, and what is so amazing and wonderful is that we have a Saviour who 

weeps too. I am glad that he loves us so much that he hurts when we are hurting. He feels our pain. He sees 

our tears and cries with us. He surrounds us with his love and care at all times but especially when we need 

him most. 

Lord Jesus, it is comforting to know that when we cry, you cry with us. But it is even more comforting to know 

that you have power over death and the grave and that one day we will be in heaven with you -- and then 

there will be no more tears. Amen 

  



Prayers of Intercession 

As so much is re-shaped by Coronavirus Covid 19 we remember the words of Psalm 46:1 ‘God is our refuge 

and strength, a very present help in trouble.’ 

 Let us pray 

Thank you, Lord, for your constant presence. 

Thank you for holding us and comforting us. 

Thank you for crying with us when we are hurting. 

Thank you for weeping with us when we are broken-hearted. 

Thank you, Lord, that you never let us down, 

that you always give us hope. 

God of new life, we give you thanks and praise today. Amen 

The Moderators of the General Assembly of the United Reformed Church (URC), the Revd Nigel Uden and 

Derek Estill, have offered the following prayer as the UK and the rest of the world come to terms with the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

So let us pray today with: 

people left unwell, beckoned by death or bereaved; 

people providing professional health care and advice, looking after loved ones at home or working to create 

treatments and cures; 

people shaping the response of nations and neighbourhoods, of commerce and industry, of service and 

voluntary organisations and of communities of faith; 

people who are anxious or afraid, alone or isolated. 

Living, loving God, we praise you, and through times of peril we lean into you, 

for in Jesus Christ you have trodden paths as difficult as ours, revealing there a love that nothing defeats, a 

love that bears us through. 

Even as we strive to behave responsibly and to care reliably, so we feel after you that in these uncertain times 

we might trust you are with us, our refuge and strength, 

and our faith, hope and love might be renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

And now I’d like you to imagine that you are holding a piece of paper in the shape of a  teardrop in your hand 

and to think of a person or a place that weeps with sadness and needs fresh hope and God’s resurrection 

power. You could always draw a teardrop later and write the names on it. But now be still and quiet for a few 

moments and bring these people on your teardrops before God. 

 

Thank you, Lord that you weep with us as you wept with Mary and Martha. 

Comfort us as we comfort others. Bring restored hope to those we hold up before you today. May they know 

your resurrection power? 

 

All these prayers we ask in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son and our Saviour. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 


